
A pollinator is anything that helps carry pollen from the male part of the flower (stamen) to the female part of the same or

another flower (stigma). The movement of pollen must occur for the the plant to become fertilized and produce fruits, seeds, and

young plants. Many flowers and plants are pollinated by insects and animals - such as bees, wasps, moths, butterflies, birds, flies

and small mammals, including bats.

Insects and other animals visit flowers in search of food, shelter, nest-building materials, and sometimes even mates! Some

pollinators, including many bee species, intentionally collect pollen to make things like honey or wax. Others, such as many

butterflies, birds and bats, move pollen accidentally. Pollen sticks on their bodies while they are drinking or feeding on nectar in

the flower blooms and is transported unknowingly from flower to flower, resulting in pollination!

 

PollinatorsPollinatorsPollinators
Why are they important to our planet?

What do pollinators do for us? 

Do you like to eat? 
One out of every three bites of food you eat exists because of the

efforts of pollinators, including many fruits, vegetables, and

seeds. Pollinators not only are necessary for our own food, but

support the food and habitat of animals.
Do you like clean air?
Healthy ecosystems depend on pollinators.

At least 75 percent of all the flowering

plants on earth are pollinated by insects

and animals! This amounts to more than

1,200 food crops and 180,000 different

types of plants—plants which help

stabilize our soils, clean our air, supply

oxygen, and support wildlife.

Do you want a healthy economy?
In the United States alone, pollination by honey bees contributed to

over $19 billion of crop production in 2010, while pollination by other

insect pollinators contributed to nearly $10 billion of crop production.

 



Step 1: Cut out your pollinator pieces using the

scissors provided. Choose which bodies, wings,

legs and antennae you like! 

Create your ownMix- and-Match
PollinatorPollinatorPollinator

As we learned in the previous page, pollinators use their bodies, legs, wings, antennae, feathers and feet to move

pollen and help fertilize the plants we need to live! Now, you can create you OWN pollinator using the pieces

provided and put together a brand new species! There are no rules, use your imagination and go wild! 

Mix-and-match

wings

Mix-and-match

antennae

Mix-and-match

legs

Step 2: arrange your body parts on the black paper and use

it as a backdrop for piecing together your creature! 



Create your ownMix- and-Match
PollinatorPollinatorPollinator

Step 3: place your pieces on your black paper

as a backdrop while you use your oil pastels to  

color outside the lines! Get as creative as you

like, but make sure you color on the negative

(black) space behind your bug parts too!   

Step 4: Use the glue dots to piece your

pollinator together and glue it to your

colorful backdrop. hang your creations in

windows for all of salmon, idaho to see.  we

can't wait for your amazing new species of

pollinators to be buzzing around town!














